Everledger seals agreement with the University of Glasgow to help combat
counterfeiting of Scotch whiskies
Radiocarbon-dated bottles of scotch whisky to be fitted with Everledger’s anti-tamper bottle
caps that enable digital record authentication and traceability on the blockchain
Glasgow and London, 18 December 2020
Everledger and the Scottish Universities Environment Research Centre (SUERC) of the
University of Glasgow have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to join forces to
tackle fraud within the whisky industry. The agreement will see SUERC researchers at the
University of Glasgow fit intelligent Everledger anti-tamper bottle closures to rare whiskies of
which they have been tasked with authenticating the provenance by leading brands, retailers,
auction houses and collectors. The Scotch in each individual bottle will be analysed using
SUERC’s proprietary technology, and the bottles are then protected and connected to the
blockchain using Near Field Communication (NFC) tags, thus holding a digital record certifying
the whisky’s origin and age.
The market for rare vintage whiskies is growing, with sales of collectable bottles of single malt
Scotch whiskies reaching a total of £57.7m in 2018. Researchers at SUERC estimate that as
many as 40% of all rare vintage whiskies in circulation could be fake.
SUERC has developed a way to accurately determine when whiskies were distilled using
radiocarbon dating. By being granted unprecedented access to samples of the world’s rarest
whiskies, its researchers have created a unique radiocarbon dating curve which is now used to
determine the age of all types of vintage whiskies. This finely-graded system can, in many
cases, pinpoint the true age of old whiskies to within a couple of years, and quickly detect fakes.
In fact, research released by SUERC in 2018 showed that of 55 bottles of rare Scotch they had
tested, 21 were either fake, or not distilled in the year stated. With the verification of this
important information now possible, SUERC’s customers were keen to go further and add an
additional element of security to the process to guard against any risk that a rare bottle might be
tampered with after it has been dated.
In response to this customer feedback, the team has opted to use Everledger’s intelligent bottle
caps and blockchain platform. These smart closures were launched in April 2020 to help the
wine and spirits industry tackle the growing challenge of counterfeit alcohol and protect its
producers, retailers and auction houses against fraudsters. Once the radiocarbon testing is
complete, researchers add an NFC-powered tamper detection label to the bottle cap and create
a unique digital identity for that whisky. This enables the digital record and any future
chain-of-custody data to be captured through the supporting blockchain technology. And with
the tap of a smartphone, the provenance of the bottle and its lifetime journey can be viewed,
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protecting and even enhancing its overall value. Not only is the tag secure and unique, it is also
discrete, retaining the authenticity of the bottle that collectors appreciate.
The Everledger Platform enables transparency across several industries, including Wine and
Spirits, Diamonds, Gemstones, Luxury, Apparel, and Circular Economy. The enterprise-grade
blockchain platform enables buyers and sellers of high value assets such as rare whiskies to
trade with confidence and offer an enhanced Customer Experience to their end consumers.
Gordon Cook, head of the SUERC Radiocarbon Laboratory and a professor at the University of
Glasgow, led the team which developed the carbon-dating verification process, and highlighted:
“This method for identifying fake malt whisky samples extends from the removal of small
samples through the cork, to alcohol distillation, high precision analysis and finally, interpretation
of the radiocarbon data using a unique calibration curve developed by our laboratory. This
research has been carried out in response to a growing interest in these whiskies that, if
genuine, can be worth tens of thousands of pounds per bottle, which may encourage fraudsters
to attempt to fake the more expensive brands. We’re proud that we are now able to provide the
first and only fully secure whisky age verification service in the world with the support of
Everledger.”
Discussing the partnership with Everledger, Dr Elaine Dunbar, Research Scientist at SUERC,
added: “One aspect of the process that has eluded us is securing a permanent digital record of
a whisky’s origin and age. We are therefore absolutely delighted to establish a partnership with
Everledger who will provide a lasting seal and a digital record of the whisky and details of its
radiocarbon analysis. It’s the perfect way to provide additional peace of mind for those who
choose to have us verify their whiskies, and to help cut down on the trade in fakes.”
Calogero Scibetta, Everledger’s Senior Vice President of Commercials, Europe, added: “Using
technology to bring more and more scientific methods for authentication in the Wine & Spirits
industry has been a committed focus for us since day 1, and we are delighted to work with
SUERC on whisky authentication and protection. We are honoured that such an institution has
chosen to adopt the Everledger Platform as their platform for provenance and authenticity for
the industry.”
Everledger already works with several other highly respected laboratories including the
Gemological Institute of America (GIA), and Gübelin Gem Lab to improve traceability within the
diamond and gemstone industries, and CEO Leanne Kemp sees a trend emerging. “Whether
it’s fine whiskies or precious gemstones, the authenticity and backstory can be equally as
important as the item itself. Organisations like SUERC lead the way when it comes to protecting,
and increasing, the value of these prized assets, while defending the industry from fraudsters.
By offering a complete solution including the intelligent bottle closures and the Everledger
Platform, we’re helping the likes of SUERC to further enhance the vital work that they do.”
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ABOUT EVERLEDGER:
Founded in 2015, Everledger is an independent technology company helping businesses surface and
converge asset information, using a symphony of secure technologies, including blockchain, artificial
intelligence, intelligent labelling and Internet of Things. Our purpose is to contribute greater clarity and
confidence in marketplaces where transparency matters most.
Everledger is committed to helping every link in the industry value chain to achieve a positive
environmental impact from traceability. Our technology brings increased transparency to supply chains,
benefiting stakeholders who adopt sustainable practices, while bringing visibility to their end consumers.
We digitally streamline our clients’ compliance processes, to help them demonstrate the lifetime story of
an asset with greater efficiency and accuracy. As technology partners, we also support in powering
resilience and sustainability. With information out in the open, we believe the value of many industries –
from diamonds, to fine wines, to e-recycling – will be shared by all stakeholders throughout the value
chain.
Everledger is certified with the ISO 27001 standard by the British Assessment Bureau, a testament to our
robust, ongoing and systematic approach to information security. Everledger has been awarded a
Technology Pioneer by the World Economic Forum in 2018.
For more information, visit: www.everledger.io
MEDIA RESOURCES:
Everledger spokesperson headshot and bio: https://www.everledger.io/press/press-resources/

Wine & Spirits product photography:
https://www.everledger.io/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Everledger-anti-tamper-solution-for-wine-and-spirit
s-product-photography.zip
MEDIA ENQUIRIES:
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International:
Tristan Earl
everledger@rlyl.com
+44 20 7403 8878
China:
Joyce Wang
+86 (21) 5353-7229
Joyce@Inmatt.com

ABOUT SCOTTISH UNIVERSITIES ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH CENTRE (SUERC):
Established in 1967 at the University of Glasgow, the Radiocarbon Laboratory has been based at the
Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre (SUERC) since 1986. The laboratory has the
capacity to prepare up to 34 graphite targets per day for AMS dating, with approximately 30% of the
targets produced contributing to our in-house Quality Assurance programme.
In addition to taking an active part in research projects, the laboratory provides a radiocarbon dating
service to national museums, academic staff in a large number of universities worldwide, and many UK
and European commercial archaeology units.
The SUERC Radiocarbon Laboratory has a complete manual of Quality Assurance procedures covering
all aspects of the dating process, from receipt of samples through pre-treatment and sample preparation
to age calculation and the reporting of results. The laboratory takes part in all international inter-calibration
studies and SUERC/the University of Glasgow have been involved in the organisation of almost all major
international studies held during the last 25 years. It can provide advice on sample selection, full sample
pretreatment and graphite target preparation, stable isotope measurement, 14C analysis at the SUERC
AMS Laboratory and subsequent calibration of results to the calendar timescale.
Under the direction of Professor Gordon Cook, eleven highly trained members of SUERC staff carry out
all 14C analyses and chronological modelling. Laboratory staff members have several decades of
collective experience in radiocarbon dating, thus ensuring good continuity of the quality of the analytical
service.
MEDIA ENQUIRIES:
Ross Barker
Communications Manager | Marketing and Communications
University of Glasgow
Tel: 07816 984 686

4

